Apr 14, 2025 Suffolk Sister Cities International Board Meeting

In attendance: Theresa Sims, Karen Munson, Maryanne Persons, Linette Langguth,
Mary Jane Naismith, Vicki Wiggins-Pittman, Deborah Austin, Bettie Swain, Wanda
Rector, Duanne Hoffler-Foster, Donna Standish. Bruce Spiro and Mark Popik via phone.

President Karen Munson called the meeting to order at 6:06 pm. She welcomed our
newest member, Linette Langguth, to the board.

Secretary’s Report: Deborah moved to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2025
BOD meeting with the correct spelling of Swain with an n and Linette with one n. Vicki
seconded the motion, the minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Duanne reported that the beginning balance as of 02/18/25 was
$16,665.19 with expenses of $3,994.60 for the Young Artist Showcase. They included
$1700 for Hollands Gourmet Catering, $1700 prize money for first place winners, $580
in supplies and $14,60 for stamps for thank you cards for judges and others. $1000 was
deposited into Southern Bank to start the new bank account. SSCI will close the
account at Truist Bank as soon as all checks or deposits are cleared. The ending
balance as of 03/31/25 was $11,670.59.

Duanne Foster wishes to resign her position as treasurer effective immediately. Vicki
moved to accept her resignation as treasurer, Mark seconded the motion. Her
resignation was accepted.

Donna moved to appoint Mary Jane to serve as the treasurer for the remainder of the
term which expires December 2025. Bettie seconded the motion, the motion passed.

Committee Reports:
Social: Donna reported that a membership event is scheduled for Saturday, May 10,

2025 from 5:30-8pm at Oakland Christian Church. The event will have a “Gilligan’s
Island” theme. Members will be encouraged to dress as their favorite character or other
“tropical” attire. The menu will include Polynesian food. Members are asked to bring a
side dish to compliment the main course. Members can bring potential new members.
Invitations will be emailed within the week.

Membership: Karen reported "there are 40 paid memberships with 9 unpaid. A
chairperson is still needed for this committee. She will continue as the database
manager. She handed the BOD a list of the duties of the Membership chair.

Youth: Maryanne reported that as far as she knows, no student has completed an
application for the youth summit taking place the week of June 15. She also reported
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that the youth from last year’s summit were encouraged to apply for the Japan program
but Sister Cities international has selected only college students.

Young Artists Showcase. Maryanne reported that we had over 200 student entries for
the showcase. She felt that it was a big success. Linette took photos of all of the art
entries so we can post them on our Facebook page. Wanda noted that she heard a
family happily talking about how much they enjoyed the event and their student was so
excited to have won a ribbon for her piece. Maryanne reported the budget for the
showcase was approximately $4,500 for catering, prizes, supplies, thank you gifts for
the judges and tips for the 2 employees at the Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts that went
above and beyond when helping SSCI put on the showcase.

Governance: Karen has asked Bruce if he would like to be considered for one of our
vacant commissioner positions. He gladly accepted. She will give his name to the city
and council will vote to appoint him a commissioner for SSCI. She also would like a
board member to step up and chair Governance. She gave the BOD a list of duties of
said chair.

Technology: Karen reported for Tess in her absence. We are getting more views of our
posts on Facebook each week. Tess and Danielle Jonagan are trying to post something
each week.

Outreach: Bettie reported that she has watched several webinars put on by SCI. SCI
conducts different webinars to help chapters with different things like how to get started
partnering with new international cities. She says anyone with access can watch these
webinars.

Finance: Mary Jane reported that we have been overpaying for our liability insurance
for many years. She has been shopping around for a policy that best fits our needs and
is affordable. She will have quotes at the May meeting for the BOD to discuss and vote
on.

National Liaison: Mark had nothing new to report.

New Business: Karen asked for input from the members that attended and helped with
the Suffolk Youth Art Fest that was held in March. Maryanne and Donna expressed that
even though it was a good event, it didn’t benefit SSCI as it wasn’t geared toward our
target age group. Karen thanked everyone for their time setting up and manning our
table. The BOD and even membership need to consider ways SSCI can engage more
with the youth in our community. We still have money in our budget for youth centered
activities. The next meeting will be Monday, May 12, 2025, Oakland Christian Church.
Old Business: There was no old business to discuss.

With no other old or new business, Karen adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Theresa Sims, Secretary



