
Suffolk Sister Cities International 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

August 11, 2025 

Members Present: Karen Munson, Mary Janes Naismith, Wanda Rector, Bettie Swain, 

Deborah Austin, Duanne Hoffler-Foster, Bruce Spiro, Michelle Wren, Mark Popik, Maryanne 

Persons. City Liaison Danielle Jonigan was also in attendance. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m.  

 

Secretary’s Report: In the absence of Secretary Theresa Sims, Maryanne Persons 

presented the Secretary’s Report. The July minutes were approved as presented. (Mark 

Popik moved; MaryJane seconded). 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Mary Jane Naismith gave the Treasurer’s Report. We have received 

$7500 from the City of Suffolk. The current balance is $20,680.16. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Outreach: Bettie Swain presented a draft flyer and news release to promote the Baby 

Clothing Drive for Project Peanut Butter. Danielle Jonigan offered her support in finalizing 

promotional materials. Duanne Hofler-Foster agreed to forward the news release to the 

Suffolk News-Herald. Karen Munson will forward a digital version to members. It was 

suggested that we add “Infant to 2T” for the sizes. There should also be an emphasis on 

summer clothing since the clothing is going to Africa. Maryanne Persons proposed the 

Outreach committee move forward with the flyer and news release. The motion was 

seconded by Deborah Austin and was approved. Members are encouraged to make copies of 

the flyer to distribute to churches, organizations, and friends. A box will be placed at the 

Visitors Center for the public to drop off donations from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. A box will also be at 

the October social membership meeting. 

Diane Hofler-Foster informed the group that Monique Foster will be home in October from 

Sierra Leone where she is working as County Team Director for the CDC.. We will try get her 

to speak to members about her work, as the clothing drive will support medical clinics in 

Sierra Leone. 

Youth:  Maryanne Persons reported that Sister Cities International has announced that two of 

our entries have won awards in the Young Artists and Authors Showcase. Alllison Spires took 



first place in Photography, winning $1000. Margaret Laney Cross’ entry in Poetry earned her 

$250 for third place. The awards recognition will be online at 3:00 p.m. on August 14, 2025. 

The dates for YAAS 2026 have been set. Digital entries and applications will be due on 

December 3. Artwork will be picked up and catalogued on December 10. The Opening 

Reception and Awards Program will be on February 24. Sister Cities International has not yet 

announced next year’s theme, categories or guidelines. 

Governance: Deborah Austin will coordinate Governance for this year’s Annual Meeting. 

Bruce Spiro, Bettie Swain, and Karen Munson have all been approved as Commissioners by 

the City of Suffolk. This opens up elected board member positions. Current members are 

asked to suggest potential new candidates to be considered for election to the board. Karen 

will send out the current membership list.  

Finance: Karen contacted the Suffolk Foundation to inquire about the grants process. We 

have not applied for funds since 2019. A meeting has been set up for Wednesday, August 20, 

at 10 a.m. to discuss renewing our relationship. Bettie Swain asked about expectations for 

spending the city funding. It was discussed that these funds are to be used to meet our 

budget, including future hosting, the Art Showcase, and other activities that benefit the city. 

Social: October 4 is the annual Chili Cookoff. Be on the lookout for details. Karen Muson is 

exploring digital sources for collecting dues and member payments for events such as the 

Annual Dinner. Venmo has an option for non-profits which costs less. There may be other 

options. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Suffolk Peanut Museum:  Doug and Mary Jane Naismith have spoken with a Mr. Peanut 

collector, Tony Skola, editor of the Peanut Pals magazine. He is not yet ready to donate his 

collection, but he will forward information to Peanut Pals. Scott Schmidt is president of 

Peanut Pals and comes to Suffolk each winter for the Suffolk Art League’s Antique Show. 

They believe people will be interested in making donations. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next board meeting will be 

on Monday, September 8, at 6 p.m. at Oakland Christian Church. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Maryanne Persons 


