
February 10, 2025 SSCI Board Meeting 
In attendance zia zoom and phone:  Theresa Sims, , Deborah Austin, Karen Munson
Mark Popik, Tess Popik, Donna Standish, maryanne Persons, Wanda Rector, Bettie 
Swaim, Dr. , Michelle Wren, , , Joleen Neighbours Bruce Spiro Duanne Hoffler-Foster
Dr. Keisha Melvin. 
President  called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm. Karen Munson
Secretary’s Report:  Mark moved to accept the minutes from the January 13, 2025 
BOD meeting,Michelle seconded, the minutes were approved.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Duanne reported that as of 12/31/24 the balance was $16,665.19 
with income of $100 from dues. There were no expenses and the balance as of 
01/31/25 was $16,765.19. 
Committees: 
Social:  Donna reported that 2 dates have been selected for socials/events so far for 
2025. The dates are Saturday, May 10 and Saturday, October 4, 2025. If any BOD 
member has a special idea for either social contact Donna. The date for the annual 
meeting is set for December 10, 2025. 
Membership:  Karen reported that Fred Muniz who has been the keeper of our 
membership database has decided to give up the position. Karen has been working 
closely with Fred for the past several years and thanked him for all he has done for the 
organization. Our new member Allie Williams has agreed to be on the membership 
committee. We will need a committee chair to take over membership. The goal for the 
near future is to have members pay all dues, event fees online. New members will be 
able to apply for membership online as well. We have several members from last year 
that have not renewed or paid dues for 2025. Mark will reach out to them to see if they 
are still interested in being members. Recruiting new members should continue as a 
goal for SSCI.  
Young Artist Showcase:  Maryanne reported that she wanted to put information about 
the youth leadership summit in the folders of our showcase winners but the deadline to 
apply is and our showcase isn’t until March 11. SCI has changed Mar 1, 2025
deadlines in the past to generate more applicants so it may happen again this year. Art 
will be hung on March 6 and 7 starting at 10 am. The cost of the showcase has gone up 
this year due to the number of prizes awarded and catering. $1,800 was spent on 
catering and $1,700 for prize money and gift cards to teachers and judges. Teachers 
have been notified that they have winning students but have not been given the names 
of those students. She had wonderful volunteers helping to make this event successful. 
They included Duanne, Deborah, Wanda, Lynn Cross, Lisa Cross and . Kay Goldberg
Michelle volunteered to type the labels for the ribbons that will be placed on the winning 
works. Tourism is making thank you notecards for us. 
Joleen reported that all entries in the showcase have been adjudicated and the artwork 
is beautiful. 
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Governance:  Karen requested that the BOD members look over their contact 
information and let Karen know if anything needs to be updated.  
Technology:  Tess reported that we should have all of our SSCI records off of personal 
computers and put on the shared drive. She is setting up a calendar on drive and our 
facebook page. Contact her if you need help getting things onto the shared drive.   
Maryanne moved that the tech committee update borders on the recent pictures of 
delegation visits. Bruce seconded the motion, the motion passed. 
Fundraising:  Karen reported that she hasn’t been able to get anyone to chair this 
committee but  has agreed to head a finance committee.  Mary Jane Naismith
 
National Liaison:  Mark reported that he contacted Prof. Roger Randall, SCI’s UK 
contact. Prof. Randall needed more information on our previous connection with 
England before he could reach out and inquire about interest in re-connecting. The 
tourism department in Ipswitch started the connection then we had a relationship with 
County Upper School band in Bury St. Edmonds. 
 
New Business:  Karen moved to approve the 2025 SSCI goal as written. Deborah 
seconded, the motion passed. She requested that past presidents and the secretary put 
as much information as they have on the shared drive.  
Joleen emailed the BOD about the 2025 Spring Youth Arts Fest for Suffolk Public 
Schools. There will be vendors, things for the kids to do and much more. She suggested 
that SSCI could have a table with information about SSCI and SCI. Maryanne 
suggested that if we have a table then we could have some kind of game to engage 
those walking by. 

 has agreed to have his name put before the city council as a SSCI Bruce Spiro
commissioner. Wanda will contact Lynn Cross and Tom Yannuzzi to see if they would 
have interest in being  commissioners. 
The next BOD meeting will be Monday, April 14, 2025 at Oakland Christian Church. 
There will not be a March meeting due to the Youth art showcase. 
 
With no more new or old businessMark moved to adjourn the meeting. Bruce seconded 
the motion. The motion passed. 
Karen adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Theresa Sims, Secretary  
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