
Suffolk Sister Cities International Board Meeting 

Monday, January 13, 2025 

In attendance via Zoom:  Karen Munson, Theresa Sims, Mark Popik, Tess Popik, Mary Jane 
Naismith, Dr. Joleen Neighbours, Deborah Austin, Dr. Keisha Melvin, Wanda Rector, Maryanne 
Persons, Bettie Swain, Duanne Hoffler-Foster, Vicki Wiggins-Pittman, Donna Standish 

President Karen Munson called the meeting to order at 6:06 pm. 

Secretary’s report:  The October and December 2024 minutes were reviewed. Deborah moved to 
approve the October minutes, Maryanne seconded the motion, and the October minutes were 
approved. Mark moved to approve the December minutes, Deborah seconded the motion, and the 
December minutes were approved.  

Treasurer’s report:  Duanne reported that the balance as of 11/30/24 was $15,425,88 with income 
of $2,943.79. The income included dues payments and payments for the annual membership 
meeting dinner.  Expenses of $1,704.46 included payment to The Catering Place for the annual 
membership meeting dinner, tips for their servers and expenses for décor and door prizes for the 
dinner. The balance as of 12/31/24 was $16,665.19. 

Committee reports:  

Social:  Donna reported that the annual meeting was a success with almost 50 members 
including several new members. Our guest speaker was the Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts 
director Dr. Yunnazzi. His wife and daughter also attended the dinner.  She reported that using 
Eventbrite for the collection of fees for the dinner and annual dues was much more efficient.  

Membership:  Karen reported that we have 3 new members, Linette Langguth, Allie Williams 
and AnnaRosa from Oderzo, Italy, who is living and working in Suffolk. She also reported that 
we have 30 active memberships, which is mostly family memberships. There are 15 members 
which have made no attempt to continue their membership. She is making a membership list that 
can be posted on our drive and accessed via a computer instead of only hard copies. Karen would 
like to find another way to collect dues and fees for events electronically since we had great 
success this past year using an online service. Paypal has a service for non-profit organizations 
which we can investigate. 

Youth:  Maryanne reported that not much has happened with the youth leadership summit 
applications. The deadline for applying is March 1, 2025. She asked the board to spread the word 
to any young people they know and if Dr Neighbours and Dr. Melvin could inform teachers of 
the opportunity.  SSCI has a budget to pay for 2 students to attend. 

Maryanne reported that all entries for the Young Artists Showcase have been collected. 170 
pieces of art, 70 essays and 12 music entries were collected from the schools. Judges have been 
selected and given pieces to be judged.  There is a person to print certificates; Hollands will cater 
the reception, and the art will be hung March 6-8. The awards ceremony and reception will be on 
March 11 and open to the public.  



Technology:  Tess reported that Joleen has given her access to our google drive so she can 
update SSCI information as needed. She will reach out to Theresa Earles and Danielle Jonagen to 
help rework the SSCI calendar.  She also asked the board if we should give all membership 
access to our shared drive. Discussion of giving access to our shared drive to membership was 
tabled for a future date.  

New business:  Karen would like to see several things happen or put in motion this year:  

Reconnect with our former sister city of Bury St. Edmonds in Suffolk, England as there are 
people from there living here in Suffolk who could possibly help with points of contact;  
Start up our youth exchanges again for Oderzo and Bury; Have more of an education 
component for the youth and expand to other schools;  Bettie has been researching how SSCI 
could have a “friendship” with an African city or country. 

SSCI must have a fundraising committee with a chair to make a list of places to approach for 
grants, etc. She would like a liaison to Sister Cities International/ Mark volunteered to be the 
liaison. 

Governance:  Karen reported that Chuck Sanders submitted his resignation as a member of the 
board which leaves a position to fill. Nish Harris has not been active on the board for many 
years, and we need to see if she no longer wants to participate. That will have us another BOD 
position to fill.  Our new member, Linette, is interested in filling Chuck’s vacant position and 
told the BOD about herself and her background.  

Karen moved to have Linette fill the vacant position on the SSCI BOD resulting from Chuck’s 
resignation. Tess seconded the motion and the motion was approved. We welcome Lynette to the 
BOD.  

There is still a commissioner position open. The BOD can suggest a person we think would be a 
good asset to SSCI to our city council.  

The next meeting will be on February 10, 2025, at 6 pm via Zoom. 

With no new or old business to discuss, Maryanne moved to adjourn the meeting. Deborah 
seconded the motion and Karen adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theresa Sims, Secretary 

  

 


