May 12, 2025 Suffolk Sister Cities Board Meeting Minutes

In attendance: Karen Munson, Theresa Sims, Donna Standish, Mary Jane
Naismith, Linette Langguth, Mark Popik, Doug Naismith, Deborah Austin, Bettie
Swain, Maryanne Persons, Wanda Rector, Duanne Hoffler-Foster,

Vicki Wiggins-Pittman

President Karen Munson called the meeting to order at 6:07 pm. She reported
that SSCI has closed the bank account at Truist Bank and opened a new account
at Southern Bank.

Secretary’s Report: Donna moved to accept the April 14, 2025 BOD minutes,
Bettie seconded, the minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen and Mary Jane reported only the April Truist report is
being presented showing the opening and closing balance. The balance as of
3/31/25 was $13,905.59 with income of $30 from dues; closing withdrawals of
$13935.59 with an ending balance of $0 on 4/30/25. The April and May Southern
Bank report will be reported at the June BOD meeting.

Committees:

Social: Donna reported that the “Gilligan’s Island” member event was held on
Saturday, May 10, 2025 was a lot of fun. 27 members attended. Members had a
great time playing bingo, TV show themed Name That Tune, and a Gilligan’s
Island trivia game. The next member event will be a chili cook-off held on
October 4, 2025 at Oakland Christian Church.

Youth: Maryanne reported that student art, prose, and music entries for the
Sister Cities international competition have been sent. She also reported that
graduation cords were purchased for the 6 graduating seniors of the International
Club at Kings Fork High School. The colors of the cords are blue, green and
yellow.

Governance: Bruce reported that he has sent his letter of interest for
consideration to the city council. SSCI would like him to fill one of the vacant
commissioners positions. Karen reported that there are 3 commissioners coming
to the end of their 4 year term. They can agree to continue to serve or relinquish
their positions. This will give SSCI more opportunities to request people to fill the
vacancies.
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Technology: No report
Outreach: Bettie reported that there are several opportunities to view webinars

on the SCI site. She created a list of things to consider to define the Outreach
committee. See attached.

National Liaison: Mark reported that he has emailed the SCI liaison for the UK
again but still has not gotten a response. He proposed that we may need to send
a small delegation to England to get our connection started again. This would
have to be once we can make contact with the appropriate people.

Finance: Mary Jane reported that she and Karen have been in contact with 2
insurance companies to get quotes. One company quote was approximately
$700 and was liability for the officers and commissioners only. The other quote
was approximately $1000 and had one million in general liability and one million
for officers and commissioners. Neither policy would cover any delegation
activities here or abroad.

Maryanne moved to pursue the insurance policy that would give SSCI one million
in coverage for both general liability and for officers and commissioners. Mary
Jane seconded, the motion was passed.

New Business:

Karen reported that we will not participate in the Suffolk International Festival this
year due to the short notice and lack of commitment from membership to man a
table. Karen also reported that the city could not give her any real details of the
purpose or any schedule of events during the festival. Mark will attend and see if
it is something worth supporting next year. He will report his findings at the June
BOD meeting.

Doug Naismith has been in contact with Brian Mullins, a restaurateur in Suffolk.
He has a collection of original photos of Amadeo Obici and Planters. He would
like to give them to the city or an organization. Doug has written a proposal for
SSCI to be involved in a partnership in creating a “Peanut” museum in Suffolk.
See the attached proposal. He feels that the city has overlooked the importance
of peanuts and Obici to our economy and community at large. Recently the city
has been proactive in revitalizing the downtown area and this museum could be
an important component of the revitalization. He also mentioned that there is a
nationwide group of Planters Peanut memorabilia collectors called Peanut Pals.
If there is interest in his proposal, he will contact them to see if there are people
willing to donate items to the museum.



Deborah moved to pursue the proposal presented by Doug Naismith for a Peanut
Museum in Suffolk with SSCI as a partner in the endeavor. Duanne seconded the
motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Fundraising: Donna and Karen have been brainstorming ideas for a fundraiser.
They showed pictures of coasters made of stone that have logos of your choice.
They can have lots of small pictures or one large one. The company is out of Key
Largo, FL and the product is totally made in the U.S. Each coaster costs $4.95 to
make and can sell for $9.99. All orders ship free. Turn around time is about a
week.

Old Business

Expanding Youth Qutreach: Linette reported that she had a chance to meet with
a representative of the SCI organization in Lexington, KY. They discussed how
Lexington is sister cities with Japan, Ireland, England, and South Korea. They
have a youth sports exchange program each summer. Their program is centered
on soccer (football). The camps are 3 weeks long and participants will be
housed by families while participating. It may be a future program SSCI could
consider.

The next BOD meeting will be Monday, June 9, 2025 at 6 pm at Oakland
Christian Church.

With no more new or old business, Karen adjourned the meeting at 7:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa Sims, Secretary



