Suffolk Sister Cities International
Board Meeting
September 8, 2025

Members Present: Maryanne Persons, Karen Munson, Mark Popik, Mary Jane
Naismith, Donna Standish. City Liaison Danielle Jonigan was also in attendance.
Attending via Zoom were Linette L, Bruce Spiro, Deborah Austin, Joleen Neighbors.

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM.

Outreach: Bettie Swain presented the committee report. Letters have been drafted to
send to Walmart, Belk, and Kohl’s informing them about the Project Peanut Butter Baby
Clothing Drive and asking for donations. Linette is making connections with the
business leaders and will hand deliver the letters by the end of September. Ms. Swain
will also pursue connecting with Birdsong Peanuts to see if they are willing to support
the drive. Flyers promoting the drive were distributed. A digital version has been shared
with SSCI membership. WAVY News 10 is interested in doing an interview. Members
are asked to bring clothing donations to the October membership meeting. Ms. Swain
also reported that Dr. Menary will participate in our November Board meeting to give us
an update about Project Peanut Butter. Board members are asked to bring questions to
the October meeting.

Youth: Maryanne Persons gave an update on the Young Artists and Authors Showcase.
National has not yet released support documents. We are, therefore, sticking with last
year’s categories. All categories will have two divisions: 12-14 years old and 15 and
over. Entry forms and digital submissions are due on December 3. Artwork will be
picked up on December 10, when all entries will be cataloged. The Showcase will open
with a Reception and Awards Ceremony on February 24. Guideline and information
sheets will go out to teachers over the next two weeks.

We have heard from students at Kings Fork High School. They will once again have a
Sister Cities club and would like our support.

Governance: Karen Munson reported that there are board positions open. Please let
Deborah Austin know if you know of anyone interested in serving. Elections will be held
at the Annual Meeting in December.



Finance: Karen and Maryanne went to the Suffolk Foundation and met with Lorilei
Costa Morrow. Our financial statements don’'t meet Suffolk Foundations criteria, but we
are able to apply for grants from the Community Action Coalition of Virginia. Ms.
Munson has the online application for CACOV. We last applied in 2019. It was agreed
that we would ask for $2500.

Social: Donna Standish reported that there is a conflict with the original date of October
4 for the Chili Cook-off. We would like to have Dr. Foster, who does work in Sierra
Leone, speak on her experiences. She arrives October 12, so we are thinking about a
date after she arrives. Karen will check about October 16 or 20. The Annual Meeting
and Dinner will be on December 8. The cost will be $40 per person. It will be held at
Oakland Christian Church. We are exploring potential speakers.

National Liaison: Mark Popik reported on national campaigns, including the 7 for 70
which is aiming to secure at least 7 new Sister City links with countries in the Pacific.
We are awaiting details on upcoming programs.

Old Business: None

New Business:

The next meeting is scheduled for October 13, Columbus Day. Ms. Munson inquired
about whether people would be able to attend. Members seemed agreeable to keeping
the date.

Maryanne Persons reported about the SCCA Magical Christmas Tree Tour. Karen made
a motion, seconded by Bettie Swain to participate in the SCCA Magical Christmas Tree
Tour. Opening is December 12. We would need to have the tree decorated before that
date. The winning tree will be determined by the number of canned food donations.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Maryanne Persons



