Suffolk Sister Cities Annual Meeting
December 11, 2025

President Karen Munsoncalled the meeting to order at 7 pm and thanked
everyone who could attend this evening after the meeting was postponed
due to snow.

Karen reviewed 2025 and it was a busy year. The year started with the
Young Artists and Authors Showcase in March with a record number of
entries to date with 2 students’ entries placing in the Sister Cities
International national competition. The May member event was a Gilligan’s
Island Theme. We had several members dressed as characters from the
show. In August SSCI hosted 35 Italian delegates for 5 days of fun and
adventures. We celebrated the 30 year anniversary of our connection with
Oderzo, Italy. SSCI, along with the city of Suffolk rededicated the
“Friendship Fountain” in our downtown park. October brought our annual
Chili cook off with 9 delicious chilies to try and our Project Peanut butter
clothing drive.

She also reported that SSCI is taking part in the city’s Magical Tree event
from Dec. 12-27 at the Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts. Organizations sign
up to decorate a tree. The winner will be the organization with the most
non-perishable foods under its tree.

Karen reported that all entries for the 2026 YAAS have been submitted.
They will be picked up 12/15/25, all art will be hung 2/19 and 2/20/26. The
reception to announce the winners will be Feb 24, 2026 at 6:30pm at the
Center for Cultural Arts.

Upcoming events for 2026 include SSCI taking part in the second annual
Suffolk International Festival with details to be announced later; The Youth
Leadership Summit will be held in Washington DC in June with only 50
students selected to attend; and SSCI has been invited by the Mayor of
Oderzo to return for a visit. Member events will also be planned throughout
the year.

New Business:
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Bettie Swain reported that there was an overwhelming response to the
Project Peanut Butter clothing drive with over 510 items and counting
collected along with $800 in monetary donations. While corresponding with
the head of Project Peanut butter, she learned that food service sized
cooking utensils are needed. Bettie moved to use $600 of the money
collected to send as a monetary donation to Project Peanut butter for the
purchase of the cooking utensils. Member Don Goldberg seconded the
motion, the motion was passed unanimously.

Member Doug Naismith reported that there is a lot of interest on the part of
the city in a “Peanut” museum and has set aside $125,000 in the Capital
Improvement Plan to help in creating the museum. The old Morgan
Memorial Library may be a potential location. The museum will likely show
the history of the peanut, how it's grown, its part in our economy and global
economy and Mr Peanut just to name a few. Mayor Mike Duman has a
meeting set with the head of Planters Peanuts to consider a private-public
partnership.

The next order of business was to approve the minutes from the 2024
Annual Meeting of SSCI. Maryanne Persons moved to accept the 2024
Annual Meeting minutes with the correction of 2024 to replace 2025. Donna
Standish seconded the motion, the minutes were approved.

The final order of business was the 2026 slate of officers presented by the
Governance committee:

President: Karen Munson

Vice President: Mark Popik

Secretary: Theresa Sims

Treasurer: Mary Jane Naismith

Don Goldberg moved to approve the slate of officers for 2026, Duanne
Hoffler-Foster seconded the motion, the slate of officers was approved.

Linette Langgeth introduced Amanda Hayes, the guest speaker for the
evening. Amanda serves as the Community Engagement Assistant
Manager for the Suffolk Public Library system. She gave an enlightening
talk about how the library is so much more than books and everything they
offer is free to anyone that has a library card. It is a huge resource for many
things in the community it serves. People can check out kits to learn a new
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skill and activity and there is even a 3D printer for projects. The Book
Mobile has also become not only a way to make sure everyone has access
to books but also a food/resource pantry in areas that are food and
resource insecure. Amanda stated that the citizens of Suffolk have donated
generously to these outreach programs and it has had a positive impact on
the community. She offered registration forms to anyone that would like to
renew or get a new library card so they could take advantage of what the
library offers.

Karen thanked Amanda for her commitment to Suffolk and the great work
being done through community outreach.
With no more new or old business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Theresa Sims, Secretary



